
Joining forces to make a difference 
in the lives of people with disabilities 

 

www.ourpeoplework.org 

Are you or someone you know 
a survivor of a brain injury? 

Abilities of Florida is proud to announce 
a new program available to assist people 
who have sustained a traumatic brain 
injury.  

Funded in part by the Brain Injury Asso-
ciation of Florida, Inc., the Brain Injury 
Assistance Program (BIAP) will provide 
services to individuals with brain injuries 
living in Charlotte, Lee, Sarasota, Hen-
dry, Glades, and Manatee counties.  

One on one services such as adjustment 
counseling, vocational education and 
guidance, vocational exploration and as-
sessments, and soft skills training will be 
provided to promote life integrating ac-
tivities that will improve the overall qual-
ity of life by focusing on vocational reha-
bilitation and successful re-entry into the 
work force.   

For more information contact: 
 
Wanda Toby, MHS, CRC 
Brain Injury Counselor  
Wtoby@ourpeoplework.org 
786-375-8230  
Fax—866-878-4084  
 
Dianne Duncan, MS, CRC, CVE  
Director of Brain Injury Program 
dduncan@ourpeoplework.org 
813-494-6896 
Fax—813-792-2808 
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BIAP Services 

• Adjustment Counseling– We will meet 
with clients to assess their present 
state of adjustment and work to in-
crease awareness of  stress cues and 
provide coping skills. 

• Vocational Counseling and Education- 
With the advent of technological ad-
vances and globalization of services, 
the work landscape is at a constant 
change. Vocational education is im-
perative before one can even begin to 
explore what he or she may be inter-
ested it. We will provide vocational 
education and counseling to cultivate 
appropriate vocational goals.  

Brain Injury Assistance Program 

Brain Injury Assistance 

“Persons who experience later-onset 
chronic illness or acquired disability 
(CIAD) may find their sense of self 
suddenly and dramatically challenged 
or altered. These persons may be faced 
with significant changes in their social 
and familial relationships and life roles 
while dealing concurrently with psy-
chological distress, physical pain, pro-
longed medical treatment, and gradu-
ally increasing interference in or re-
striction of the performance of daily 
activities (Charmaz, 1983; Livneh & 
Antonak).” 

BIAP services are tailored to deal with 
the frustrations and difficulties as a 
result of various cognitive impair-
ments com-
monly 
caused by 
brain inju-
ries. 

 

BIAP Services 

• Vocational Assessment- (Transferable 
Skills, Interest Inventory, Vocational 
Aptitude) This service is not only in-
tended to assess a clients vocational 
background and potential in future 
career placement but to also gauge a 
client’s interest and abilities.  

 
• Soft Skills Training-  Skills that will 

assist in getting and keeping a job.  We 
will provide our clients with the skills 
necessary to acquire a job from re-
sume writing to interviewing skills 
and techniques and everything in be-
tween. Once the client has the job, 
keeping it may arise as another issue. 
Training clients in professional work 
behavior before they start the job can 
prevent employment related issues.   


